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0ld Burkes, Captain Terrestrisl Spaoce lLiarines, retired, lovel to
tell us storieg, His reservoir of vhopvers seeried never to be exheust-
ed, and as he personified the romantic days of old in space roving, we
never tired of hearing his yarns of those never-toe~be-forgotten days
of the noineers. BE.

One nizht we hed 8ll gathered outside the berracks in the hot sume-
mer evening, with 0ld Burkes in the center of the group, and we pester~
ed him for another gtoxy.

"Itts too blamed hoti"™ he had objected, but the chorus of denials
end urcings had prevailed.

"Jell,® he begen, settling do'm snd puffing up e good hesd of
steem in his brier, wfhis heat reminds me of e story. I kmew the
fellow It going to tell you about well. In fact, ws were buddies in
training sochool.”

*He wes s lieutendnt vhen this hep)rened, end had easrned his reting
ns & first-class speceman, Ie hsd been detailed with one companion to
explore a certain sector of spece a few billion miles outside the Sys-
tem, vhich wes suspected of being a meteor bed,

"They started out in thelr 1little cruiser all risht and refchsd
their objective without mishep. In those days 1t took a vhopping oig
ship to carry grevity detectors and meteor screens that were worth a
dexm, and soonsr or later you could bet your boots thet any small ship
wasg going to get clipped.

"In Bertlets case, it haprened to be sooner, They hadn?t been out
in the nmeteor field e day before one of a ton or so stove in the underw
side of their ship and left them in a fine pickle, If they had been
neer the lanes, Or even near one of the inhebited planets, it wouldn't
heve been m bad. But out vwhere they vere, 3 billion miles or more
outside Ultimats orbit, pickle aintt tlie vord for it}

“Temporary patohes kept them from losing their air, and geve them
a fighting chance, If they ocould only limp back to someplece vhere
they could lend end do the job right, It would be nip and tuck all the
vay, but e were men in those days, and they mede resdy to blast baok
to the base on UlTTme,

"lUell, they hadn't got fairly sterted vhen deed ehead oi them
loomed the Counterfeit., It looked from the distaygee at which they.
Tirst sew 1t like a planet about the size of Merocury, and it showed e
very-s%ﬁg elgedo%hsginig% 11?9 8 gig balldor silver.

vy breathed s 8 of rapcture, and thanked their parti a
gods for the inoredible luck which had placed this unch&r%ed bSE% iﬁ
thelir vieinity, and adjusted their course for a land ing,

"Then Bertie Parker, thatts my friend's nanme, stopped vhat he was
doing at the time, ochecking course, I think, and sorstched higs heed,

Tn heading 'for the unknown planet, they moved in the ganeral direction
og :he sun&mafgey woul% sag gny planettw?ioh was near their sun<line
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planet showed a full disol

"They were very olose by this viue, t00 olose to heave to, retard
for en examination, go they were com Itted to whatever fate this para-
doxloal planet hed in gtore for them, However, ax unknovm danger is
one thing that the humen animal will do enything to avert, and they
~ocided to risk splitting their ship into splinters by tryinz to sheer
off and gkim the surfas ¢, end continue on thelr course back to the
System if neoessery. It wes a long chanoe all right, but they would
rather die that way then face the unfuthomable mystery of & planet
which showed § 1lt face awey TLrom the sua,

"They got oloser and closer, woriking frentioelly with side blasts
from thgirugﬁogg%g gookggsftghsw ng their ship out of line, but it be-
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when all hope is gone.

"The demaged hull grated and groened undsr the torque, threatening
every second to burst into fragments and leavo tham to the hersh mer-
cies of frigid space., As a preceutionary measurc they donned speco
suits, hopling ageinst hope that sgomeloly would pick them up atter
their ship had disintegrated from around them,

"They were only & Tew hundred thousand miles from the body by this
time, and wero giving the dip ell thoe twist it would taeke, but it wes
no uge, A orash landing on en unexplored, uncharted tody vas inevit-
nble, They had burned out two tubes on thelr spree redio souping it
up for their SOS calls, end it had givon up +The ghost,

*Cloger and closer they approached. The tuwo shook hands, knowing
that their last moments had come, A sjaceman’s deoth in ¢ spiash of
light ns thoir ship plunged thru the atuospbers and struck the surface
wog some oongoletion. At least they'd locve their impression!

"They werc hecaded for a point c¢loss to The rim of tlie luminous
orb, end their speed was not low onough to give them e hope of e lLight
lan&ing. Thoy took turns ot the telescope in watching the sucfaceo of
the plenet rush at them, It hed o peculiar flat, feeturelecss tong,
scering perfeotly smooth end unmarred by vegetetion, projecting rocks,
ond hungne---or other-~-gtructurcs, . i curious soft aspect to it, asg if
it were o huge ball of yellow plush, puzzled then, -

"Then tho climex errived, Distonce dwindled to a mere. thousand
iaileg, end in e few seconds, to five hundred., A hoartbeet later it
woo three hundred--~two hundrede--one hundred! They braced themsolves
for the killing shock of impact. '

®Thru the port-holes they suddenly sow swirling mnsses of shining
vapor, teking the plece of the spmrkling black of space. 4 steady de-
celeration threw them to the floor, and intolercble heat threatcned to
cook them 1n their metol oans, A weoving motion of their damagoed ship

shook them, end rettled them eround th¢ control room like dice in e box

"Phen thoy shot out into blackness agoinl :

"They gazed dumbly ot each other, wondering what soxt of miracle
had heppened, when the familiar clunging of magnotic grapples sounded
agoinst their hull. A fow minuteg leter the stunned pair sgew the in-

side port roll slowly open, and thorc--~there stood a Lieutenant of the

Terrestrial Space Morines, with a holf~dozen ren at his baoki®

01da Burkos stopped and relit his pipc with gn air of finality,

"Well, it doesn't end there docs 1t?" asked one of the boys, "Did
they get back? How cone they ret thet ship just at that time? Who
wos 1te"

nTt wag nel™ seid 0l1ld Burkes., "I hed been on patrol duty between
Piluto an d Ultime when I picked up their SCS with & directional finder,
We high-toiled out there Just. in time to see them bust out of & big
pall of gasoous.phosphorus, with ¢ Line coat of luninous paintin
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